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70/53 

ACTION SS-25 

INTO OCT-01 ADP-00 /026 W 

025373 

R 261 150 Z MAR 73 
EM AMEMBASSY PHNOM PENH 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 638 
INEO AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
AMEMBASSY SAIGON 
AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE 
USDEL ERANCE 
CINCPAC 

SECRET PHNOM PENH 2750 
EXDIS 

CORRECTEDCOPY( TEXT) 

E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, CB 

SUBJ: CONVERSATION WITH MIN DEEENSE THAPPANA NGINN ON THE 
INTERNAL POLITICAL SITUATION 

1. IN A PRIVATE LUNCHEON CONVERSATION MARCH 26 I 
DISCUSSED WITH THAPPANA NGINN MY CONCERN THAT THE MARSHAL 
MAKE NEW EEFORTS TO BROADEN HIS POLITICAL BASE. ONE OF 

THE THINGS HE COULD DO, I SUGGESTED, IS TO RE- INSTALL 
IN TAM IN HIS OLD POSITION AS GOVERNOR OF KOMPONG CHAM 
PROVINCE AND COMMANDER OF MILITARY REGION ONE ( WE 
HAVE LEARNED THAT MAJGEN MOUL KLENG, THE INCUMBENT, IS 
BEING TRANSFERRED TO MR TWO). I ASKED THAPPANA NGINN 
TO PASS THIS SUGGESTION TO THE MARSHAL FOR HIS 
CONSIDERATION. 

2. HE PROMISED TO DO SO THIS EVENING AND SAID THAT HE 
HAD HIMSELF BEEN REFLECTING ON STEPS THE MARSHAL COULD 
TAKE TO EFFECT A RECONCILIATION WITH SIRIK MATAK AS WELL. 

HE THOUGHT SENDING MATAK AS AMBASSADOR TO WASHINGTON WOULD 
SMELL TOO MUCH OF EXILE. I SAID THAT I WAS NOT AT ALL 
SURE THE LON NOL- SIRIK MATAK RELATIONSHIP CAN BE 
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RESTORED; IF IT CAN, PERHAPS SIRIK MATAK MIGHT BE 
PERSUADED TO SERVE AS PRIME MINISTER OR PRIME MINISTER 
DELEGUE IN A NEW COALITION GOVERNMENT, BUT WE AGREED THIS 
WOULD ENTAIL COMPROMISES BY ALL PARTIES AND A VASTLY 
IMPROVED POLITICAL ATMOSPHERE. 

3. THAPPANA NGINN ALSO SAID HE HAS BEEN PONDERING WHO 
MIGHT BE APPOINTED TO THE OLD SIRIK MATAK POSITON OF 
SPECIAL COUNSELOR TO THE PRESIDENT. HE BELIEVED FORMER 
FINANCE MINISTER SON SANN ( IN SELF- IMPOSED EXILE IN PARIS) 

WOULD BE EXCELLENT BUT WOULD NEVER ACCEPT THE JOB BECAUSE OF HIS 

MISGIVINGS ABOUT LON NOL. ANOTHER CANDIDATE MIGHT BE 

NONG KIMNY NOW CURRENTLY AMBASSADOR TO MALAYSIA 

AND INDIA. I CONCURRED THAT NONG KIMNY' S GOOD SENSE 

AND INTERNATIONAL SAVOIR- FAIRE WERE EXCELLENT 

QUALIFICATIONS. 

4. COMMENT. NOTHING MAY COME OF THESE SUGGESTIONS 
AND MUSINGS, BUT THAPPANA NGINN CLEARLY PERCEIVES THE 
PROBLEM OF THE MARSHAL' S ISOLATION AND OCCASIONALLY 
CARRIES SOME WEIGHT WITH HIM. 
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